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There was no attempt to deal with the stories of Germans
cutting off the hands of Belgian children, and the rumours in
London that children thus mutilated were among the Belgian
refugees, though inquiries made among those in charge of them
resulted in replies that there were no such cases, and no reason
to credit the ugly reports. The true reports of the seizure of
hostages and the execution of Belgian peasants and townsfolk
accused of taking up arms as irregular combatants in the first
stage of the war tended to give credence to baseless fictions
intended to show that the enemy had an organized system
of murder. Thus for instance one of the leading London dailies
published a statement that on the battle-field the German
wounded lived in dread of their own Red Cross helpers, for
the surgeons had in their equipment a dagger knife that was
used to save further trouble with badly wounded men by giving
them an expert coup de grace,

As the war went on more than one abominable fiction was
given free circulation by the Press Bureau and Censorship.
There were for instance the stories of the 'crucified Canadian*,
and of the German 'corpse utilization factory', to which the
dead of the trenches and the battle-fields were transported to
melt fat down into useful lubricants and other tissues into

both in Germany and in England. In this case there was such a remarkable coinci-
dence between the falsehood circulated on bothsides thatit mightwellbe conjectured
that the 'father of lies' inspired it in both countries. In the first week of September
1914 the British official press bureau issued a warning that not the slightest credit
was to be given to a current report., which had caused much anxiety and pain to
relatives of the wounded. The story was that cases were being found in the hospi-
tals of wounded officers and men who were totally blinded by German soldiers
having gouged out their eyes as they lay disabled, on ground that was lost and won
in Flanders and France. No such cases had been found, and the story was a fabrica-
tion. At the same time a report was being circulated in Germany that among the
wounded in the war hospitals there were numbers of wounded thus cruelly blinded
by Belgian peasants and camp followers. The press told how in one of the Cologne
hospitals a whole ward was devoted to such cases. A press association at Cologne,
the Pax Verein, sent a representative to the hospital named. He was told that there
were no such cases. The directors of the Pax Verein went farther. They sent a
letter of inquiry to all the home hospitals and to the Chief Medical Officer of every
Army Corps and Division on the western front. Replies came pouring in, and these
were absolutely unanimous assurances that no such case was known. The horrible
story circulated on both sides was simply an instance of mendacious atrocity-
monger ing.